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[11 The equatorial electrojet (EEJ) is an eastward electric current on the day-side, flowing
in a narrow band along the dip equator in the ionospheric £ region. Recent magnetic
observations from the CHAMP, Orsted, and SAC-C satellites, comprising more than
95,000 dip equator crossings from 1999 to 2006, have provided an unprecedented
longitudinal coverage of the EEJ magnetic signature. We have used these data to construct
an empirical model of the EEJ current climatological mean and day to day variability
as a function of longitude, local time, season, and solar flux. Our model has been
successfully verified against vertical drift data from the JULIA radar at Jicamarca. We
have also used the EEJ observations to estimate the self-correlation of the EEJ, confirming
short longitudinal correlation lengths of 15° and finding a temporal correlation length
of 2.4 h. Our model’s predictions of the eastward electric field and its standard
deviation may provide useful input to various kinds of ionospheric simulations.
Coefficients and software are available online at http://models.geomag.us/EEJ.html

and http://www.earthref.org.
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1. Introduction

[2] In the ionospheric E region, tidal winds drive currents
during the daytime which, together with the magnetic field,
cause the accumulation of positive and negative charges at
the dawn and dusk terminators respectively, resulting in a
strong eastward electric field along the magnetic equator.
This gives rise to the Hall and Pederson currents, and
Cowling [1933] showed that when a Hall current is restricted
by the presence of boundaries, the effective (Cowling)
conductivity parallel to the boundaries is significantly
enhanced beyond the normal Pederson conductivity. It
was later realized that the presence of low conducting layers
above and below the E region are sufficient to drive this
Cowling conductivity near the magnetic equator, giving rise
to the equatorial electrojet (EEJ) [see Heelis, 2004; Forbes,
1981].

[3] The geomagnetic observatory at Huancayo facilitated
the discovery of the EEJ and provided data for many early
studies [Bartels and Johnston, 1940a, 1940b; Chapman,
1951; Egedal, 1947, 1948], which focused on explaining
the mechanism behind the current flow. It was also discov-
ered that the current sometimes reversed direction during
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certain morning and evening hours, which became known
as the “counter-electrojet” [Gouin and Mayaud, 1967].
Physical models and theories were developed in the 1970s
which studied the vertical (Hall) current flow, longitudinal
and local time structure of the EEJ, and the effects of local
winds on the EEJ [Sugiura and Poros, 1969; Richmond,
1973; Forbes and Lindzen, 1976]. There have since been
many studies of the EEJ based on ground observatory data
[Arora et al., 1993; Rigoti et al., 1999; Doumouya et al.,
1998, 2003], which further study its main characteristics
(day-today and seasonal variability, longitudinal and local
time structure, counter-electrojet, etc.). A new generation of
satellite magnetic data provides a longitudinal and temporal
coverage of the EEJ previously unattainable with ground
based observations alone. In our study, we used data from
the CHAMP, Orsted, and SAC-C satellites from 1999 to
2006 comprising over 95,000 dip equator crossings, to
characterize the EEJ in longitude and time, and we have
created climatological models of the EEJ mean and vari-
ance.

[4] There have been previous attempts in creating EEJ
models, both theoretical and empirical. Most theoretical
approaches have assumed various current distributions and
analyzed the resulting magnetic effects [Forbush and
Casaverde, 1961; Chapman, 1951; Fambitakoye
and Mayaud, 1976; Onwumechili, 1967; Untiedt, 1967].
The empirical study of Doumouya et al. [2003] is based on
ground observatory data and cannot offer a complete
characterization of the EEJ in longitude. The empirical
model of Onwumechili and Ezema [1992] was based on
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POGO satellite data and provided measurements of several
important quantities (mean peak current density, mean total
eastward current, mean latitudinal extent, etc.), but did not
offer longitudinal or seasonal profiles of the EEJ. Further-
more, most previous studies have focused on fitting the
observed magnetic data. Our approach instead was to invert
the magnetic data to obtain the actual currents and fit a
model to the current density. This allows us to model the
eastward electric field in addition to the EEJ current, using
an appropriate conductivity model. We believe this to be the
first empirical model of the actual EEJ sheet current density.

[5] In section 2 we give an overview of the satellite
models. In section 3 we discuss our validation of the models
using vertical drifts. Finally, in section 4 we use the models
to discuss the spatial and temporal self-correlation of the
EEJ.

2. Climatological Model of the Equatorial
Electrojet

[6] To construct a useful model of the equatorial electro-
jet, we investigate the mean value of the electrojet current,
and its deviation from the mean. By deviation, we refer to
the actual day to day variability of the current strength about
its climatological mean. The mean and standard deviation
are functions of the winds, electric field, and conductivity in
the £ region. Since the satellites do not directly measure
these quantities, we must use other parameters. We found
that the EEJ can be modeled with reasonable accuracy by
using four parameters. They are longitude, local time,
season, and solar flux. For a solar flux proxy, we use the
same quantity defined in the Extreme UltraViolet flux
model for Aeronomic Calculations (EUVAC) [Richards,
1994, p. 8986], which is defined as P = (F10.7 +
F10.74)/2, where F10.7 is a proxy for the daily solar flux
at 10.7 cm wavelength, and F10.7A is the 81 day centered
average of F10.7. The proxy P has been shown to better
represent EUV intensities than F10.7 alone [Liu et al.,
2006]. The longitudinal and local time dependence of the
current is readily apparent. But there are also significant
peaks in the current during equinox and so the seasonal
dependence is very important. Also, we find a clear linear
relationship between the electrojet strength and solar flux. It
has been shown that lunar tides have an effect on the EEJ
strength [Bartels and Johnston, 1940a], however we have
neglected these effects in the present study. We plan to
incorporate lunar effects in our EEJ model in a future study.

2.1. Satellite Data

[7] Our three climatological models of the EEJ are based
entirely on data obtained from the CHAMP, Orsted, and
SAC-C satellites. The CHAMP satellite was launched in
July 2000 into a near polar circular orbit with an initial
altitude of 454 km. It drifts slowly in local time, decreasing
one hour every eleven days, and completes an orbit every
92 min. CHAMP has scalar and vector magnetometers
which provided the data used for the current inversion.

[8] Orsted was launched in February 1999 into a retro-
grade orbit with an apogee of about 850 km and a perigee of
about 640 km. It also drifts slowly in local time, decreasing
0.88 min/day, and completes an orbit every 100 min. It
carries the same scalar and vector magnetometers as
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CHAMP, but the orientation of the vector magnetometer
is given by a less accurate star camera.

[v] SAC-C was launched in November 2000 into a polar
circular orbit of altitude 702 km. Its orbit is sun-synchronous,
so it stays at a fixed local time of about 10:25 AM.
Consequently, it passes over the dip equator close to the
peak EEJ strength. SAC-C only provides scalar magnetometer
data.

[10] In aprocedure similar to the one described by Liihr et
al. [2004], we inverted the magnetic field readings to obtain
the EEJ currents. This was first done by subtracting the
POMME-3.1 model [Maus et al., 2006] from the magnetic
measurements, removing contributions from the core, man-
tle, crust, and magnetosphere. The remaining signal, on a
geomagnetically quiet day, is a combination of Sq and the
equatorial electrojet. A background Sq signal was fitted to
the remaining signal outside a +12° window around the dip
equator and then subtracted to get a clean EEJ signal.
Finally, we assumed line currents spaced at 0.5 degrees
following constant corrected geomagnetic (CGM) latitude
(defined as quasi-dipole coordinates by Richmond [1995])
up to the horizon on both sides of the satellite orbit at 108
km altitude above the geoid, and inverted the magnetic
signal for the line current strength. This procedure does not
yield the actual current density, but a height integrated sheet
current density. Figure 1 shows sample magnetic signatures
for several passes over the dip equator after subtracting the
POMME-3.1 model and background Sq signal, and the
resulting sheet current densities from the inversion process.
We initially inverted all satellite passes over the dip equator,
except for those which contained large data gaps. However,
for the final EEJ model, we restricted our data to days with
Kp < 2, and used only inversion results from the scalar
satellite magnetometers. The vector magnetometer data
from CHAMP and Orsted were used to verify the scalar
data, in particular to calibrate the zero level of the currents.
Because of the more complete coverage of the scalar data,
only these were used in the final model. As can be seen in
Figure 1, the CHAMP data provides the cleanest EEJ
signatures. Because its altitude is lower than the other two
satellites, it can more sharply resolve the peak in the
magnetic signature, and we believe the EEJ model resulting
from CHAMP to be the most trustworthy of the three
models we created. The SAC-C data contains much more
noise than the other two satellites because of technical
reasons.

2.2. The EEJ Mean

[11] We represent the mean sheet current density at the
dip equator by
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where ¢ is longitude, ¢ is local time, s is season (day of
year), and p is the solar flux proxy P defined previously.
The coefficients a;;; were estimated by minimizing the
misfit given by
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